Isonya Drazheva

NEW DATA ON THE GRAPHIC DECORATION OF
BYZANTINE MANUSCRIPTS FROM THE 13TH-16TH
CENTURY FOUND DURING THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL
RESEARCH IN THE PATRIARCHAL MONASTERY OF ST.
JOHN THE BAPTIST ON THE ISLAND OF ST. IVAN NEAR
SOZOPOL, BULGARIA

Island St. Ivan near Sozopol is the largest of five islands along the Bul-
garian Black Sea coast, and one of the three islands in the bay of Sozopol. It
is located on one nautical mile from the old city of Sozopol and has an area of
260 hectares.!

The first archeological excavations on the island started back in 1985 to
1994, lead by Prof. Dr. Violeta Dimova and Senior Dr. Bozidar Dimitrov. In
2008, the archaeological research was resumed by a new team of experts: Prof.
Dr. Casimir Popkonstantinov Dr. Tsonya Drazheva and Rosina Kostova. The
team is focused on exploration of the southern part of the island, where archaeo-
logical remains have been found from different ages.2

According to the first researchers of the area, this was the location of an
ancient temple from the 7th-4th century BC, which coincides with the founda-
tion time of the ancient colony Apollonia Pontica / nowadays Sozopol. The ar-
chaic temple was dedicated to God Apollo the Healer/Physician /Apollo Iatros/.
Following the imposition of Christianity in those territories of the Eastern
Roman Empire at the end of the 4th - beginning of the 5th century, the ruins of
the old temple were used as a base of an early Christian Basilica named after the
St. Mother of God Kaleosa. It is a tree nave and single apse construction laid in
opus latericum. In the following centuries, the basilica underwent many recon-
structions and at the end of the 9th and beginning of the 10th century, a monas-

I B. JlumoBa, Jvpreama ,,Ceé.Hean I[Ipeomeua’na manacmupa npu Coszonor,
HWHUM, I1X, 1992,53-65
. 2 K. TomkoncrantuHos, L1. Ipaxesa, P. Kocroa, Cpednosexosen manacmup ,, Ca.
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Fig. 1 Monastery St. John the Baptist located on the Island St. John near Sozopol, Bulgaria.

tery arose next to the church. In this period the monastery was in the range of
the medieval Bulgarian Empire and became one of the most active missionary
of Christian culture in Bulgarian lands among the Black Sea coast.3
Unfortunately there is not much information found on this early stage of
the monastery existence. Indirect evidence of its large literary activity during the
10th-12th century have been found preserved in European libraries in a number
of manuscripts written in the monastery. The earliest book created here dated
up with the tenth century and the most valuable was the novel “Barlaam and
Joasaph” from the 12th century, which is nowadays kept in the Vatican Apostolic
Library.4 The book contains parts with transcription in Old Bulgarian language,
which means that here worked Bulgarian monks, focused on translation and
copying of books from/to Old Greek, Armenian, Latin and Old Bulgarian.
Severe events in the 12th and 13th century on the Balkan Peninsula and the
endless wars between Bulgaria and Byzantium and reflect on the development
of the monastery. According to the Byzantine author Manuel Phil in 1263 the
island was visited by the prominent commander Michail Glavas Tarkhaniotes,
who found the monastery quite faltered with only six monks residing there. The
commander initiated the construction of a new church in the highest central arca
of the monastery ground, named after the patron of the monastery - St. John the
Baptist. Later on here appeared a second cross basilica with rich decoration. It
resembles the type conchal churches, widespread in the Balkans under the influ-
ence of the Athos architecture. In plan it is centered, five- conchal building, built
in a mixed construction: limestone blocks, alternating with brick layers. The
facade is decorated with two-step niches and indentations, adorned with layers
of ceramic glazed plates and rosettes, highlighting the arches of the facades.
The cornices are made of white marble. Its rich partitioning in the architecture
gives to the interior a distinct vividness, which was richly illuminated through
the windows of the domes, three apses and conchas. The walls were covered

3 Ipvyxu uzeopu 3a 6wreapckama ucmopusi | TUBW/, X, 141-142; B. JuMutpos,
Co3zonon, Bvaeapcku cpeonosexkosHu epadose u kpenocmu, 1981,394-395.

4 B. dumurpos, Cozonoickume cpednogexosnu manacmupu, Bexose, 1980,1,79.
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Fig. 2 Tetraevangelie from the 16th century (Bulgarian National Library Sofia); and a dou-
ble sided bronze seal for ornamental breaks of the passages in the books.

entirely with murals. Unfortunately they are preserved only very few traces,
mainly in construction embankments. The naos was covered with marble floor-
ing and separation for the church singers next to the north and the south wall.
The altar consists of three parts with height over 2 meters for the conchas. To
the west the premises developed in a tripartite narthex and a wide exonarthex in
which were discovered the tombs of two prominent men.

The gallery and a bell tower were built on the north side. In north and
west of the monastery St. John the Baptist, a wide courtyard was formed, paved
with stone and bounded by the long monastery building in an L-shape. This was
a monastic dormitory and guesthouse for special visitors. The hegumen’s prem-
ises close the monastery complex in the southwestern part of the yard. It had
two floors with a large reception hall from the east and the abbot’s own dwelling
with a private bathroom. Despite the devastation and the plight of the structures
the luxurious planning in the building’s interior is still noticeable even today.
This is not accidental matter because the monastery St. John the Baptist had a
special place in the politics of Constantinople Patriarchate and its mediation in
the relations between Byzantium and Bulgaria. In the following centuries this
monastery became the biggest literary center on the West Black Sea coast and
was attended by numerous religious leaders, Byzantine and Bulgarian rulers,
and behind its walls was negotiated over major interests and religious issues.

In 1303 the monastery sheltered the deposed Patriarch of Constantinople
John XII Cosmas, who was born in the city of Sozopol. In the following year the
Bulgarian Tsar Todor Svetoslav Terter returned the Southern Black Sea coast
within the boarders of the Bulgarian state. After his arrival in Sozopol, he vis-
ited the monastery of St. John the Baptist for a special meeting with the former
patriarch. In return of the expensive gifts and privileges which the tsar gave to
the Bulgarian monastery, John XII Cosmas used his influence in Constantinople
and managed to arrange a dynastic marriage between Svetoslav Terter and the
Byzantine princess Theodora. The ecclesiastical marriage is concluded in the
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Fig. 3 Bronze seal for decoration of metallic hardware.

church of St. John inside the monastery, which was declared “royal”, ie en-
dowed with the direct patronage of the Bulgarian rulers and later the Byzantine
emperors.>s

In the 14th — 15th century monastery of St. John the Baptist has grown rap-
idly and its area reached 260 ha which included many fields, vineyards, forests
and quarries. Its central part was surrounded by a massive stone wall. A deep
well, built in the 5th century still provide enough water for the daily activities
of the monks.

In 1363 the monastery received a “golden stamp charter” by Emperor John
V Palaeologus, which confirmed his possession of land estates in the vicinity
of the village St. Nicholas (nowadays Chernomorets) and of the monastery St.
Kirik and Julita (on the island of the same name, joined today with the mainland
pier). With the same “golden stamp charter” to the monastery of St. John was
transmitted the Armenian monastery of the Holy Apostles, which was located in
the eastern part of the peninsula around homonymous chapel in Sozopol.

In this period the monastery attracted many monks which followed the
expansion of the monastery wings in the north and northeast for the monas-
tic dormitory. The most precious cultural heritage of this spiritual center is its
library - scriptorium, in which between the 10th and 17t century the monks

5 THUBH, X, 204-205.
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Fig. 4 Map of the archaeological survey during 2009.

wrote and copied many books ordered and purchased from other monasteries
and libraries. In the scriptorium worked very highly educated monks and master
artists in design and decoration of handmade books. Files from the monastery
books copied during the 14th — 15th century in the scriptorium contained infor-
mation about the Turkish invasion in the Black Sea region.

For the period 1482-1623, many discovered patriarchal documents, travel
accounts notes in monastic books etc., evidenced that at this time, the largest
monastic dormitory in the eastern part of the Balkan Peninsula was located in
the Sozopol Monastery of St. John the Baptist. This allowed the monastery to
become a big publisher of liturgical and secular literature as well as an active
propagator of the Christian culture.

6 K. Konstantinides, He Apolonia, Sozopolis nyn kaloumene, Thrakika, 11,1932,
165-167.
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Monastic literary activities have been still undertaken during the first cen-
turies of the Ottoman rule — between the 15th — 17th centuries. So far there has
only been found 45 manuscripts written in the monastery St. John the Baptist,
which are now scattered in various libraries around the world: in Sofia, Athos,
Vatican City, Athens, Moscow, Michigan /USA/, the Royal Library in Sweden.

In 1623 the monastery was pillaged in fighting between the Cossack pi-
rates of the Northern coast and the Turkish fleet. The surviving monks, scholars
were housed on the island of Halki near Istanbul. After this event the monastery
perished existing.

During the 2009 archaeological survey of the ruined remains of the mo-
nastic scriptorium, there was valuable evidence found about the technology of
construction and decoration of manuscripts during the 13th-16th century: tools
for making leather and metal parts of the book covers, silver and copper sheets
for decoration and other items related to the work of monks - calligraphers.

Objects of a high interest are two rectangular stamps from bronze with
deep engraved floral motifs, which correspond typologically and contentwise to
the Byzantine decoration system of that period. However, there is a difference
in dimensions and use of stamps.

One of the stamps has a length of 7.6 cm and dimensions of the rectangu-
lar print 2.7 x 1.6 cm. Backside of the handle is very worn out from the constant
blows it was bearing, which points out its purpose for decoration of metal edges
over the book’s leather covers. Leather treated with special pre-softened tannins
for greater elasticity has been stretched over a wooden frame. Followed the
placement of metal strips and which were decorated with ornaments printed on
the metal surface by rapidly hammering on the stamps handle. This deep relief
permanently fixed the metal strips on the leather surface.”

The second stamp is 8 cm long, but has smaller dimensions on the rec-
tangular head. On the top of the cylindrical handle there is also engraved orna-
ment - a small cross. Traces of dark red powder paint remained on the stamp’s
surface. Perhaps this subject has been used for decoration of the pages with
colourful details or to separate the passages (portions) in the text.8

Similar findings have not been found in any other archaeological surveys
in Bulgaria so far. Their finding in the monastery of St. John the Baptist, near
Sozopol is an opportunity for further studies on the decoration of the preserved
books written there. Comparative analysis of the archaeological finds will pro-
vide new data on the use of ready-made models for decoration of manuscripts
in the Byzantine tradition during 13th-16th century.

Postscript:

On August 29th, 2010 during the archaeological research under the guid-
ance of Prof. Dr. Kazimir Popkonstantinov and Dr. Tsonya Drazheva, in the
earliest church of the medieval monastery of St. John the Baptist built in the
early 5th century, a sealed RELIQUARY was found preserving relics of a saint.
An inscription on the supporting stone box attests that these are relics of the

7 bwneapcrus cpeonosexogen epad, texnonoruu, 1992, 69-70.

8 A, JlxypoBa, XpUCTHSHCKATa KyJTYpa B CpEIHHUTE BeKOBe, Kbm 6bnpoca 3a epa-
¢uunama ykpaca na pannume epvyxu pwvronucu om Oxpuo, 2008, 238-258.
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monastery’s patron St. John the Baptist, laid in by the sacra mensa. This find-
ing confirms the importance of the monastery as a major Christian center in the
South-eastern Balkans.

oma Jpaxena
HOBU ITOAALIM O TPA®NYKNM YKPACUMA BU3AHTHUICKUX PYKOITMCHUX
KHBUT'A TOKOM XIII-XVI B. CA APXEOJIOIIKKX ITPOYUABABA
TTATPUJAPILINCKOI' MAHACTUPA ,,CB. JOBAH KPCTUTEJb* HA OCTPBY CB.

HBAH KPAJ CO30IIOJIA

Ocrtpgo ,,Cs. MBan“ nopex Cozonona je Hajsehe octpro y Liprom mopy. Ty ce jom
cpeauHoM V B. u3aunia panoxpumhaHcka 0a3uinka, Oko Koje ce TokoM cienehux BekoBa
pa3Buja Benuky xpunrhancku neHTap Ha L{pHomMopckoMm mpumopjy — manactup CB. JoBaH
Kpcrutess. ¥V gact krutopa MaHactupa cpeanHoMm XII Beka Ouna je mirpaljeHa apyra kpc-
TOKYIIOJIHA LIPKBa ca OOraTtuM JeKopaTHBHHM ykpacuma. TokoM cienehux BexoBa MaHac-
THp NPUBJIAYM MHOTE€ MOHAaXe M MOCTaje HajBAKHUJU KILVMDKCBHU LIEHTAp MCTOYHOI Jeia
Bankanckor momyoctpBa. ¥ MaHacTHpCKoj oubnmorerw (skriptarium) paanio je MHOTO BU-
COKOOOpa30BaHMX MOHAXa-KIbIKEBHHUKA, KOjU KOMHUPajy OOroiyxOeHe KibHre, )KUBOTOIHCE
U IpaBe NpeBojie ca rpukor Ha Oyrapcku. To MaHacTupy npyska MoryhHoct na 3ay3me Beoma
3HauajaHoO MECTO y MMpewy Xpuinhancke Kyarype. Hajpanuje mramnana KbUra y MaHacTH-
py, nartupa u3 X Beka, a HajBpeaHHuja, poMaH ,,Bapnaam u Joacad* u3 XII Beka, nanac ce dyyBa
y Barukanckoj anocrosnckoj 6ubnuorenu. I1nonoTBopHa KibMKeBHA aKTHBHOCT MaHACTHPA
ce MpoIyXaBa U y IPBUM BEKOBHMa OCMaHCKe BianaBuHe. Toko 1623 r. ManacTup je mot-
MyHO M3ropeo y noxkapy Koju je 6uo nocnenuna 6opoeHux cykoda n3melhy ko3adkux rycapa
ca ceBepHe LPHOMOpCKe odaie u Typcke duotuie. Jlocana je OTKpUBEHO caMo 45 pyKoITHc-
HHX KIbHTa, MIcaHux y MaHactupy CB. JoBan KpcTuress, koje cy AaHac pacyTe M0 MHOTUM
6ubnuotekama mmpom cera: Coduje, Cere rope, Barukana, Atune, Mockse, Muuurena
(CALl), KpasseBcke oubmmoteke LIBencke.

Toxom 2009. T. Ipu apXEONOIKAM UCTPAKUBAKLAMA OCTaTaka CTPAJalor y MoXKapy
MaHACTUPCKOI CKPUITapHjyMa OTKPUBEHHU CY JIPArolieHH J0Ka3h O TEXHOJOTHjH U3paje U
yKpalllaBamba PyKONUCHUX Kibura y nepuofy XII —XVI B.: uHCTpyMeHTH 3a U3paly KOXKHUX
1 METEITHUX JIeJIOBa KOPHIIA 07l CPEOPHUX M OaKapHHX JIMMOBA 34 ACKOPATUBHHU OKOB, Ka0 U
neku IlpenmMery BesaHu 3a JenarHoCT MoHaxa —kanurpada. Hajsehe unrepeocoBame u3a-
3BaJia Cy JiBa IIpaBOyraoHa OpoH3aHa jkura ca JyOOKo yrpaBUpaHuM (IIOpaTHIM MOTHBHMA,
KOJHY TIO THUIIOJIOTHjH M CaIprKajy OATroBapajy BU3aHTH]CKOM JIEKOPATHUBHOM CHCTEMY H3 TOT
neprona. CIMYHU Hajla3u HUCY OTKPUBEHHU Yy J10CAAllb0j OyrapcKoj apXeoomiKoj Cpeiu-
nu. OyHkimja UM je 6ua pa3nuyuTa. Jenan o BbHUX KopuIIheH je 3a AeKopanujy MeTaaTHuX
KaHTOBA KOYKHUX KOPHI[A KEbHTa, & OBaj IPYTH 32 ACKOPATUBHO JIEJbCHE-TIPENIOM TEKCTa, IITO
j© YMHUIIO KEbUTY Pa3yMJbUBH]OM Ca CTAHOBHUILTA HEHOTI CaJIpiKaja.

PS.

IIpu apxeonomkum ucTpaxuBambuMa 29. aBrycra 2010 mox pyKoBOTCTBOM Tpod.
n-p Kasumwmpa IMonkoncrantunoBa u H.c. Llonmja [lpakeBa Ha HajcTapujoj LPKBH Y
cpenmeBekoBHOM MaHacTupy CB. JoBana Kpcrurespa koja je usrpalena mouerkom V Beka,
OTKPHBEH j€ PEIMKBAPHjyM ca O4yBaHMM MOIITHMa cBena. Harmmc Ha mparehoj xameHoj
KyTHjULM J0Ka3yje, 1a Cy TO MOLITH IOKpoBHTe/ba MaHactupa CB. Joana Kpcruressa,
OJVIO’KEHE TIPH MoJaramy sacra mensa. OBo oTkpuhe IMOTBPANIIO je BENMKH 3Ha4aj MaHACTHPA
Kao BaKHOT XpunrhaHakor cpenuyra y Jyrouctodnom ey bankaHa.






